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alone has truly given up his job who could not do otherwise. Those
who gave up their jobs should have felt happy doing so, not un-
happy, but I see that that is not how they felt. This is why you
feel yourselves in the position of Trishanku1.

Who am I that I should provide an opportunity for satya-
graha ? A satyagrahi is ever his own master. You can discuss things
with me. It is quite true that, when an organization offers satya-
graha, individuals should submit themselves to its discipline. But,
once a person has become a satyagrahi, he will always find opportu-
nities for offering satyagraha. How can those who are full of
doubts and fears be reckoned as satyagrahis? To be a satyagrahi
is like walking on the blade of a sword.

If I have not succeeded, despite what I have said, in solving
your doubts, I can only counsel patience. If you think that satya-
graha only means courting imprisonment somehow, you can go
to jail by breaking any law. If one -can -offer satyagraha in
this way, every prisoner is a satyagrahi.

There can be satyagraha only in civilly disobeying a law, for
sufficient reason, without violating a moral law. If I could show any
such way to you, I would myself offer satyagraha.

MOHANDAS GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V

289.   CIRCULAR LETTER ON CONFERENCE
OF SATYAGRAHIS
NOT FOR PUBLICATION IN THE PRESS                  LABURNUM ROAD,
BOMBAY,
May 21, 1919
DEAR  MR,
It has become necessary to consider the question of extending
satyagraha, if necessary, to the events in the Punjab and it has
been suggested that there should be a small informal private con-
ference of satyagrahis from the different centres. This conference
will take place on Wednesday the 28th instant in Bombay. Please
let me know whether your Province could send one or more repre-
1 Sent to heaven alive by Vishwamitra, but Indra would not permit him
to enter it. In the result, he found himself in midspace, unable either to
enter heaves or o>scen4 to the earth,